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In this paper, we propose a method for extracting key paragraphs in articles based on the 
degree of context dependency. Like Luhn's technique, our method assumes that the words 
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We present a computational theory of the paragraph. Within it we formally define 
coherence, give semantics to the adversative conjunction "but" and to the Gricean maxim 
of quantity, and present some new methods for anaphora resolution.The theory precisely 
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This paper describes TextTiling, an algorithm for partitioning expository texts into coherent 
multi-paragraph discourse units which reflect the subtopic structure of the texts. The 
algorithm uses domain-independent lexical frequency and distribution information to 
recognize the interactions of multiple simultaneous themes. Two fully-implemented versions 
of the algorithm are described and shown to produce segmentation that corresponds well to 
human judgments of the major subtopic boundaries of th ... 
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We address the problem of generating a coherent paragraph presenting arguments for a 
conclusion in a text generation system. Existing text planning techniques are not 
appropriate for this task for two main reasons: they do not explain how arguments can be 
linked together in a linear presentation order and they do not explain how the rhetorical 
function of a proposition affects its wording. We present a mechanism to generate 
argumentative paragraphs where argumentative relations constrain n ... 
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This paper describes the use of an on-line system to do word-sense ambiguity resolution 
and content analysis of English text paragraphs, using a system of semantic analysis 
programmed in Q32 LISP 1.5. The system of semantic analysis comprised dictionary 
codings for the text words, coded forms of permitted message, and rules producing 
message forms in combination on the basis of a criterion of semantic closeness. All these 
can be expressed within a single system of rules of phrase-structure form. ... 
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There exist several methods of calculating a similarity curve, or a sequence of similarity 
values, representing the lexical cohesion of successive text constituents, e.g., paragraphs. 
Methods for deciding the locations of fragment boundaries are, however, scarce. We 
propose a fragmentation method based on dynamic programming. The method is 
theoretically sound and guaranteed to provide an optimal splitting on the basis of a 
similarity curve, a preferred fragment length, and a cost function define ... 
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The paragraph has been a writer's design convention for centuries. It can be applied to any 
kind of writing. It is flexible. It is easy to learn. It is what everyone is taught from about 
third grade onwards as the sole design for writing information. However, three different 
fields of endeavor are impacting the use of the paragraph as the only convention for 
conveying information in the corporate and technical world. They are cognitive science 
research, online media and structured documentation. 
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COBOL is sometimes criticized for its lack of structurability. This is due primarily to the 
common but outdated use of paragraphs to achieve structure in COBOL programming. In 
fact. COBOL was designed to be highly structurable. The language itself is based on a 
hierarachical structure consisting of DIVISIONS, SECTIONS, paragraphs, sentences, and 
statements. The task is to train COBOL programmers to take maximum advantage of the 
structures built into the language. One way to do this is to use SECTI ... 
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